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News Brief

President Md. Abdul Hamid has asked the newly commissioned officers of Bangladesh Navy to work jointly with other forces for safeguarding the country's sovereignty and to be ever ready to face any calamity. The President made the instruction while addressing the President Parade-2018 marking the passing out of the Midshipman and the Direct Entry Officers of Bangladesh Naval Academy  in Chattogram yesterday. The Head of the State advised the newly-commissioned officers to go forward in the greater interest of the nation being imbued with the spirit of utmost professionalism, patriotism, responsibility, honesty, leadership quality and sacrificial tendency.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has called upon parents specially mothers to give attention to groom up their children as worthy citizens with the ideals of Begum Rokeya. The Prime Minister made the call while distributing Rokeya Padak-2018 at a function at Bangabandhu International Conference Center in the city yesterday. The PM said, specially the mothers should give attention to the children so that they are not derailed with the influence of militancy, terrorism and drug. This year, five prominent women of the country received the Begum Rokeya Award for their outstanding role in empowering womenfolk.

Electoral symbols will be distributed among the contesting candidates for the 11th parliamentary election today. The election campaign will be allowed to be conducted after the allocation of the symbols. The last date for the withdrawal of candidature was on Sunday. For 300 constituencies in the 11th general election, Dhaka and Chattogram Divisional Commissioners and all Deputy Commissioners have been assigned for discharging duties as Returning Officers. A total of 3,065 aspirants submitted their nomination forms to vie for the election. Of those, 2,500 aspirants were declared valid following the scrutiny and hearing appeals.

The four technocrat Ministers, who had submitted resignation letters on November 5 as per the instruction of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, have finally been dropped from the polls time Cabinet. The Cabinet Division yesterday issued a gazette notification accepting their resignation with the approval of the President.

International Human Rights Day is being observed in the country today as elsewhere in the world. Different organisations have chalked out elaborate programmes to observe the day. President Md. Abdul Hamid and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina issued messages on the eve of the day.


The National Board of Revenue is observing the ‘National VAT Day-2018’ today aiming to encourage people to pay the VAT for the country’s development. The NBR is also observing the ‘National VAT Week-2018’ beginning from today. In separate messages on the occassion, President Md. Abdul Hamid and Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina greeted the tax payers, VAT Administration and its officials.


Planning Minister AHM Mustafa Kamal has said, implementation of the Annual Development Programme during the July-November period of the current fiscal 2018-2019 reached a record Taka 36,438 crore in terms of expenditure with an implementation rate of 20.15 per cent. The Minister said this while addressing ‘Meet the Press’ at the NEC Conference Room in Dhaka yesterday. 

The World Bank approved US $500 million to improve livestock and dairy production in Bangladesh so that the country can meet growing demand for egg, meat and milk and thereby improve the nutritional intake of its citizens.

Bangladesh defeated West Indies by five wickets in the opening match of the three-match one-day series at Sher-e-Bangla National Cricket Stadium in Mirpur yesterday. 

DSEX, the key index of Dhaka Stock Exchange, closed at 5,306.23 points yesterday.
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